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Invasive Species

ÅWhat is an Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS)

¶Non-native plants, animals and 
pathogens. 

¶Thrive in new environments

¶Cause and or contribute to economic 
loss as a result of environmental 
damage and harm to human health

¶Outcompete native species

¶Grow rapidly

¶Adapt easily



Å AIS Spread through many means 
such as boater recreation, ballast 
water,  & organism in trade.

Å Organism -in -trade hobbyists 
(aquarium, water gardens)  one of 
many vectors of AIS.

Å Storm drains connected to our 
river, lakes, & wetlands

Å In Illinois it is illegal to release or 
introduce any plant, animal, or 
fish into any waterbody other 
than the one from which it came.

AIS & Stormwater Ponds



Hydrilla Case Study
ÅWorldõs worst aquatic invasive speciesó

ÅPrevention and Early Detection 

Crucial for containment.

ÅCommercial applicator found in a 3.3 
acre stormwater pond in Libertyville 
2019

ÅOther non -natives

ÅLillies

ÅBrazilian Elodea

ÅSuspected Source: Aquarium/Water 
Garden

Des Plaines 

River



Hydrilla Case Study

Å EDRR put in place from Hydrilla Task Force

Å Alerts sent out through the Early Detection and 

Distribution Mapping System Midwest Network 

& USGS Nonindigenous Aquatic Species 

database.

Å Suspected source aquarium release ðletters 

from LCHD were sent to approximately 75 

homeowners adjacent or near pond informing of 

the situation.

Å Created sign with coordination from DNR and 

Illinois -Indiana Sea Grant

Å Monitoring & Treatment = successful ðno 

Hydrilla has reoccurred to date.



Chlorides in our Waterways

Des Plaines 

River

Once chloride is in the water it is very hard and expensive to remove

Å Damages landscaping and native plants

Å Gets into lakes and streams -some are classified as òimpaired watersó 

Å Seeping into wells contaminating drinking water

Å Impacts aquatic life  - Interferes with reproduction cycles, toxic to eggs and juvenile stages

Å Poor aquatic life scores dictate more stringent (&expensive) stormwater and wastewater 

regulations

Rivers and streams are impaired by 

chloride from road salt 

Landscape damageSalt tolerant invasive 

plants are spreading



Chlorides in our Waterways

Des Plaines 

River

If you want to learn about best 

management practices for winter 

maintenance, consider joining 

our upcoming Deicing 

Workshops 

Parking Lots & Sidewalks 

workshop especially useful for 

HOA.

www.saltsmart.org/workshops

Sept 29th or Oct 11 th

Virtual


